
 

 

 
 

Minutes of a meeting of 
RAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

on 24 January 2022 commencing at 7pm in the Main Hall at Rainford Village Hall 
 

Present: Councillors: Bardsley, Brown, Collins, Denton, Grice, Griffiths, Lamb, Lee, Long (Chairman), Monk, 
          Newton, Reynolds, Sterry 

In Attendance:           Sally Powell (Clerk) 
            Victoria Swainbank (Event Co-ordinator) 
 

1. Apologies for Absence: 
Councillor Dodson (Business; at another meeting, but would join the meeting later, if possible) 

 

2. Declaration of Acceptance of Office, of Interest, and Updating of the Register: 
None 

 
3. Formal announcements from the Chairman: 

• The Chairman wished everyone a very Happy New Year 

• He congratulated Councillor Griffiths on winning the award for the best North West Wedding 
Photographer of the Year  

• Councillors were reminded that attendance at committee meetings, to which they have 
been elected, is essential for the smooth running of the council 

• A quiz night for the Chairman’s fund for Rainford Heritage Society will take place 04.02.2022.  
Tickets are £7 each including a hotpot supper.  Additionally, there will be a concert by 
Rainford Band on 26.03.2022.  A request for raffle prizes was made. 

• The following events will take place to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: 
22.05.2022 Afternoon Tea 
28.05.2022 Gala Dinner 

• Councillors who would like paper copies of the summons, agenda and associated documents 
should request these no later than noon on the day of the meeting 

• The next full council meeting will take place in the Council Chamber as the Main Hall is 
booked 

At the request of Councillor Monk, a precis of the meeting that took place with the Chief Executive of 
St Helens Council, Kath O’Dwyer and Parish Council Chairman and Clerks.  The meeting gave an 
overview of pertinent issues within the Borough at the moment.  The slides circulated after the 
meeting will be forwarded to members 

Action: The Clerk 
  

4. To hear and respond to any questions/deputations by members of the public: 
None 

 

5. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Rainford Parish Council meeting held on 
Monday 22 November 2021: 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 22 November 2022 were agreed as a true and accurate 
record, proposed by Councillor Monk, seconded by Councillor Bardsley and carried unanimously. 
 

6. Receipts and Payments for November 2021 and December 2021: 
Full details and the up-to-date cashflow document may be found in the FPA minutes for November 
& December 2021 and draft minutes for January 2022  



 

 

Income for November 2021 £ 14053 

Expenditure for November 2021 £ 11987 

Amount invoiced in November 2021 £ 9174 

Bank Balances @ 30.11.2021: Current A/C £ 5897 Business A/C £93271  

Expenditure does not include salaries for June, July, August, September, October or November 

2021 

Provision for this expense £40,000 

Funds available £59168 

 

Income for December 2021   £13,188 

Expenditure for December 2021  £ 68452 

Amount invoiced in December 2021 

Bank Balances @ 31.12.2021: Current A/C £5632  Business A/C £38274 

 A transfer of £55,000 was made to the current account to pay outstanding payroll costs for June, 
July, August, September & October 2021 and repairs to the Village Hall. 

 Expenditure does not include payroll costs for November & December 2021.  
Provision for this expense £15,500 
Funds available £28406 
The Chairman stated that funds were low and negotiations were on-going with St Helens Council 
regarding assistance with the cost of some of the repairs to the building.  Councillor Reynolds 
requested a copy of the lease and commented that it was in the interest of the Borough Council to 
assist the Parish Council as it would have full responsibility for the repairs if the Parish Council 
decided not to renew the lease.  Councillor Monk informed the meeting that the cost of the repairs 
to Earlstown Town Hall would be covered by a grant. 

ACTION: The Clerk 
 

7. Clerk’s Report: 
The following report was circulated with the agenda.  Additions are in italics 

1. Statements from the Government regarding COVID-19 continue to be monitored on a daily basis 
for relevance to the Parish Council and the Village Hall, particularly as new regulations have been 
put in place due to the Omicron variant.  At the moment, none of them effect bookings at the 
Village Hall. 

2. The delaminating stone work has been made safe.  A report has been submitted detailing other 
repair work required visible from the scaffolding.  

3. I have now received notification of the payments required for payroll for June – October and these 
have been paid. 

4. The Christmas Fayre had to be held in the Village Hall due to adverse weather, but it was a great 
success.   

5. Some bookings are being made, but cancellations are also being made due to the current 
uncertainty around coronavirus.  Bookings have picked up a little. 

6. The Government has announced £710m funding for ‘Active Travel’.  It is hoped that funding for 
‘Red Rose Way’ may be obtained through this.  The scheme has been sent to St Helens Council and 
to LCR Active Travel.  Councillor Allan Jones has been asked for assistance with this as he sits on 
the travel group and a response has been difficult to obtain.  No further information is available 
yet.  Councillor Reynolds informed the meeting that the LCR have raised the possibility of Red Rose 
Way with St Helens Council, but no decision had been made regarding the proposal. 

7. The research being carried out regarding grants for installing on-street residential car charging 
points is on-going. 

8. Quiz nights are continuing, with additional marketing to encourage more teams. 
9. The electricity was due to be upgraded to a smart meter early in January, but the engineer was 

unable to complete the change-over on arrival.  This has not yet taken place 
10. A meeting was held with Steve Littler (Assistant Director for Place Services at St Helens Council).  

He visited the Village Hall regarding the renewal of the lease.  Following this an email has been 



 

 

sent requested that he meets with the FPA committee as a matter of urgency to discuss the 
further repairs that are required to the Village Hall.  This meeting has not yet taken place.  It is 
hoped that he will be attending the next FPA committee meeting on 09.02.2022. 

11.  A Parish Council newsletter was in the January 2022 issue of Local Life. 
12.  Councillor Reynolds and I met with a representative from Age UK in December 2021 to discuss 

ways in which the Parish Council might work with the organisation.  It is hoping to put on a 5-
week IT course to show older residents how to get more use from phones and iPads etc  

13. There has been a leak in the ceiling of the Main Hall.  The roofer has attended and hopefully 
cured the problem. 

14. A stocktake took place on 17.01.2022 and an additional one has been arranged for the year end 
on 31.03.2022 

15. Notification has been received that the Council Tax Base for 2022/23 will be 2937 which is 51 
more than the current year. 

16. Many complaints have been received about the closure of the footpath between Higher Lane and 
Lakeside Gardens.  Along with Councillors, I have been in contact with St Helens Council to 
determine the correct position.  The footpath will be closed for safety reasons until the bungalow 
has been demolished, up to a maximum of 6 months, but will reopen as soon as possible 
afterwards.  It is not expected that the demolition process will take as long as 6 months. 

17. An Afternoon Tea on 22.05.2022 and a Gala Dinner on 28.05.2022 are being organised to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  At present, these appear to be the only events being 
organised locally. 

18. A further meeting regarding speeding on the bypass took place on 12.01.2022.  It is hoped that 
several initiatives will be implemented and a further meeting will be held in February 2022.  
Merseyside Police were also checking for speeding on the bypass in October and November 2021 
and caught 81 drivers.  The St Helens Star has shown interest in this story and requested a quote 
from the Chairman. 

19. A meeting concerning a Community Governance Review for Parish Clerks and Chairmen will take 
place on 20.01.2022.  This is a separate agenda item 

20. The scaffolding is currently being removed from the front of the building.  The scaffolding has 
been removed along with all the temporary fencing.  There is still a small amount of delamination 
work that needs to be completed on the stonework, but it is low down so it does not represent a 
hazard. 

21. 2 events are being organised to raise funds for the Chairman’s fund for Rainford Heritage Society: 
A quiz with hotpot night on 04.02.2022 
A concert by Rainford Band will take place on 26.03.2022 

22. The repairs required to the ceiling in the Main Hall were noted, as the area is currently cordoned 
off.  This is due to be looked at later in the week to see if a repair can be made, or if the plaster 
needs replacing.  It was agreed that the interior of the hall needed to be in good condition in order 
to get as many bookings as possible. 

Councillor Collins asked if the Christmas lights on the tree outside the village Hall had been paid for, 
as in her opinion, most of the lights were not on most of the time.  Councillor Brown agreed and 
stated that the tree had looked miserable.  The Event Co-ordinator informed the meeting that when 
the lights were out, it had been reported and the problem fixed the next day.  Other Councillors 
disagreed that the lights on the tree were not on most of the time.  The Clerk requested that if 
Councillors notice something like this, that they take action and inform the Clerk’s office, so that the 
issue can be rectified. 
Councillor Reynolds raised the issue of lights being left on overnight in the Village Hall, particularly 
the landing lights.  It was suggested that they are put on a timer, or special bulbs used so that the 
lights can be turned off remotely.  Licensees and the caretakers will be reminded that the lights 
should all be turned off, if they are the last to leave the building. 
Councillor Grice stated that the last time he had been in, the gent’s toilet had been “like a furnace”.  
This will be remedied, if it is an on-going situation.  

ACTION: The Clerk 

 
 



 

 

8. Committee Reports: 
➢ Borough Council 

The Clerk read out the following report received from Councillor Mussell on 24.01.2022: 
Local Plan, 
Final submissions to the Planning Inspector have been made by Linda, Allan and John. The 3 emails of 
objection focussed on trying to stop the building of 259 houses on the land between Rookery Lane and 
Higher Lane. Many points of objection were detailed including questioning the need for these houses, 
as already plans are going ahead to build 1500 houses on the  former Pilkington’s site at Cowley Hill 
Lane and a site in Sutton. 
We also objected on grounds that this is grade 1 Agricultural Land, the roads around this site are 
inadequate and are likely to become more dangerous and polluting with potentially nearly 600 
additional motor vehicles ingressing and egressing the site. Also there is inadequate schools, doctors 
and dentists in Rainford. 
Speeding. 
The 3 Borough Councillors  together with Parish Councillors hosted a meeting with the police and St 
Helens Council. The police now have their speed gun back from repair and the PCSO , James Harrison 
will be deployed around Rainford, Crank and Kings Moss to act as a deterrent to speeding.  Local 
volunteers have been recruited and they will join James on occasions. 
Rainford By -Pass. 
Good progress is being made here. Already the Mill Lane junction  has been re-surfaced and the 
drainage addressed to improve safety. Merseyside Police’s mobile camera unit has been deployed and 
0ver 50 motorists have  received letters and spped fines or driver safety courses.  There is a plan to 
reduce the speed limit on both carriageways on the approaches to Mill Lane Junction. The plan is to 
introduce a 40 mph limit before the current 50 mph area. 
Also several “ cut through points “ could be closed.  There will be a study, followed by a public 
consultation before any actions. 
Cllr Linda Mussell 
Cllr Allan Jones 
Cllr John Case 
There was a short discussion and it was agreed that the speed limit is to be reduced from 60mph to  
50mph.   
Councillor Griffiths stated that the cycle path on parts of the bypass do not drain properly in wet 
weather.  This leads to areas being very muddy and unsafe for cyclists when the water has receded.  
This will be reported to St Helens Council and the Borough Councillors 

Action: The Clerk 
➢ Community Liaison Committee:  

Councillor Lamb informed the meeting that the committee had not met since the last full council 
meeting.  An informal discussion had taken place as the last meeting had not been quorate. 
Councillor Reynolds informed members of the details of the meeting that had been held with Age 
UK.  Possibilities for working together were cinema showings and groups for those who are isolated 
and suffering from, and caring for people who have degenerative illnesses.  Councillor Lee 
acknowledged that some older people still do not wish to go out and mix with lots of people. 
There was a discussion about the return of the luncheon club, which Councillor Denton has offered 
to volunteer for.   
Councillor Denton also agreed with the idea of providing space for groups for people who have 
medical issues, such as Alzheimer’s or dementia and their relatives.   
Councillor Grice was keen to start a similar group for people living Parkinson’s disease and those that 
live with them. 
Councillor Griffiths suggested extending this to other age groups, such as parents with children who 
have autism or ADHD and similar diagnoses. 
It was agreed that interested Councillors who have experience of these issues would meet to put 
together a proposal for a plan of action. 
Councillor Denton asked if the Parish Council could produce a document which showed all the 
activities that were available in the Village.  The Event Co-ordinator informed the meeting that this 
had been attempted, but that it was difficult sometimes to get responses from groups.  However, as 



 

 

a lot of groups had stopped meeting due to the pandemic, an up-to-date document will be produced 
with as much detail as possible.  This will be published on the website.  On-going attempts are made 
to ensure that clashes don’t occur with events in the Village, but this is not always possible. 
Councillor Reynolds suggested that a Senior Citizens Fayre is organised, with representatives from 
organisations such as Age UK etc 
The Chairman requested that the CLC collates all these ideas and suggestions into a proposal for the 
next full council meeting, so that progress can be made. 

Action: The Clerk/ CLC members/The Event Co-ordinator 
➢ Finance, Planning & Administration Committee:  

Councillor Sterry informed the meeting that there had not been any objections to the planning 
applications submitted to the committee since the last meeting. 
She specified her intention to report on and discuss the follow matters together: 
Income & Expenditure 
Repairs to the Village Hall 
The Renewal of the lease for the Village Hall 
The budget for 2022/23, including the setting of the precept 
Councillor Sterry stated that given the potential future costs of repairs to, and the recent drop in 
income from the Village Hall, it would be wrong to a) commission work that cannot be paid for, and 
b) expect the residents of Rainford to continue to pay solely for the upkeep of the Village Hall through 
the precept.  The Parish Council has spent approximately £270,000 on the Village Hall in the last 10 
years. 
No further work will take place until the meeting with St Helens Council has taken place and it is 
known what, if anything, St Helens Council is able to contribute to the repairs to the fabric of the 
building. 
A detailed, balanced budget has been produced for 2022/23 based on the current situation, and the 
Clerk and the Event Co-ordinator were thanked for the work they had done on this.  The budget 
included increases in the hire costs of the hall (including the offices), the bar prices, and to the 
precept.  The Clerk answered questions from Councillors on the details of the budget regarding 
income and expenditure for the cost of repairs. 
There was a discussion about the Pavilion on Scarisbrick Road: 
Councillor Lee gave some background information including that the building was originally a 
pavilion for the whole community, not just the bowling club, paid for by a lottery grant.  Councillor 
Griffiths informed the meeting that the ladies football team also use it, at present. 
Councillor Brown stated that at one time the bowling club paid for the repairs to the building, which 
was why the Parish Council had taken over the payment of the utilities.  Currently, the cost of a full 
refurbishment would be £9000, which the Parish Council cannot afford to pay.  Councillors Reynolds 
and Griffiths had recently met with the Chairman of the Bowling club, to discuss a possible grant 
application.  This may include widening the use of the Pavilion so that, for example, the primary 
schools could use it when using the tennis courts.  The wider the use, the more likely the grant 
application is to be successful.  The same would be true when applying for funds for the Village Hall.  
If sessions for groups to improve their health and well-being are being held regularly, this would help 
to show that there is community wide involvement. 
The Chairman requested that Councillor Griffiths assist with any future application process. 
Councillor Reynolds suggested organising an Antiques Fair as a way of raising additional funds.  
There was a discussion about the hire costs for the Village Hall, particularly for weddings, the 
increases to the bar prices, and the hours the bar would be open.   
The Clerk detailed the proposed price increases for hiring the hall. 
 

RESOLVED: Councillor Sterry proposed that the budget for 2022/23 is accepted.  This was seconded by 
Councillor Reynolds and carried unanimously 

 
RESOLVED: Councillor Sterry proposed that the Parish precept is increased by £1.17 to £27.17 per Band 

D equivalent.  This is a rise of 4.5%.  This was seconded by Councillor Lamb and carried 
unanimously 

 



 

 

RESOLVED: Councillor Sterry proposed that Councillor Griffiths is made a member of the Finance, 
Planning & Administration committee.  This was seconded by Councillor Bardsley and 
carried unanimously 

 
Action: The Clerk/The Event Co-ordinator 
 
 Councillor Monk stated that the cashflow document suggested that there would be very little left in 

the bank by the end of the financial year.  The Clerk informed the meeting that an application had 
been made for an Omicron variant leisure and hospitality grant. There was a short discussion, which 
included the difficulties of dealing with those officers of St Helens Council who are working from 
home, as they are very difficult to contact.  

 
 Health & Safety Committee: The committee has not met since the last full Council meeting 

 
9. Rainford Christmas Fayre Working Party Report 

This item was not addressed 

 
10. Road Safety in Rainford:  

Councillor Sterry informed the meeting that not all the volunteers were currently able to give time 
to the scheme.  Additionally, it had been difficult to arrange regular sessions with the PCSO, and on 
occasions, very little notice of sessions had been given.   
There was a discussion regarding where speed watch should take place in the Village.  It was agreed 
that the road safety problems around the schools should be separated from the speeding issue. 
Councillor Sterry confirmed that the group would be getting its own speed gun, which is currently 
being repaired.  Volunteers will then be able to go out in pairs without the PCSO. 
There was a short discussion and it was agreed that Paul Mountford would be contacted with regard 
to the problems around the schools, along with the speed watch group on the Wirral, where the 
scheme had been a great success. 
Councillor Collins asked why there was no school crossing patrol on Cross Pit Lane any more.  It was 
explained that the post holder left some time ago and St Helens Council had not been able to recruit 
a replacement. 
Councillor Reynolds informed the meeting that he had previously put together a road safety strategy 
for the CLC.  He outlined the contents and requested it was circulated to all members. 

Action: The Clerk 

 
11. Budget 2022/23 & Setting of the Precept for 2022/23: 

This item was dealt with under the Finance, Planning & Administration Committee report 
 

12. Community Governance Review: 
At the Chairman’s request, the Clerk gave a precis of a meeting that had taken place between officers 
at St Helens Council and the Parish Council Chairmen and Clerk’s.  When the Boundary Commission 
Review was taking place, the Clerk and the then Chairman for the Finance, Planning & Administration 
committee looked at the current wards within Rainford, and how the boundaries might be altered so 
that each Councillor represented, as far as possible, the same number of residents.  Currently there 
is a large discrepancy between the number of electors represented by each Councillor. There was a 
short discussion.   It was agreed that the report should be recirculated and published so that residents 
could comment on it and an informed discussion will take place at the next full council meeting. 

Action: The Clerk/All members 
 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.41pm 
 
 
______________________________ 

Councillor John Long 



 

 

Chairman, Rainford Parish Council 2021/22 


