
 

 

 
 

Minutes of a meeting of 
RAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

on 26 July 2021 commencing at 7pm in the Council Chamber at Rainford Village Hall 
 
Present: Councillors: Bardsley, Brown, Collins, Jones, Lamb, Lee, Long, (Chairman), Monk,   
          Newton, Reynolds, Sterry 
Absent:  Councillors: Dodson & Travis 
In Attendance: Sally Powell (Clerk) 
  Victoria Swainbank (Event Co-ordinator) 
  1 resident 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 
 Councillor Grice (self-isolating), Councillor Wesley (Unwell) 
 
2. Declaration of Acceptance of Office, of Interest, and Updating of the Register: 

None. 
 

3. Formal announcements from the Chairman: 
i. The Chairman informed the meeting how pleasant he had found it delivering anniversary 

flowers to a couple for their Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
ii. The building work has commenced on the bar roof 

iii. The steps to the front door have been repaired 
iv. The weekend of24/25 July had been a very successful weekend at the Village Hall 

 
4. To hear and respond to any questions/deputations by members of the public: 

i. Mark Price addressed the meeting, giving a presentation about traffic in Crank and a 
possible method of collecting evidence of speeding vehicles throughout the parish.  He 
had previously consulted with the Borough Councillors and St Helens Council. It has been 
shown that when police officers are out speed watching, the number of incidents fall by 
roughly 50%.  It was agreed that further discussions regarding the possible funding and 
deployment of devices would take place at the next FPA and CL committee meetings.  

ii. Mark Price addressed the Council regarding a policy for ensuring the acquisition of fibre 
broadband for all homes and businesses across the parish.  The Parish Council does not 
currently have a policy regarding this but has had some correspondence with residents 
regarding poor coverage and difficulties in getting signed up.  This will be discussed at the 
next Community Liaison Committee meeting. 

 
5. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Rainford Parish Council meeting held on 

Monday 28 June 2021: 
RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 28.06.2021 were proposed as a true and accurate 

record by Councillor Bardsley.  This was seconded by Councillor Monk and carried 
unanimously. 

Action: The Clerk 
 
 
 
 



 

 

6. Receipts and Payments for June 2021: 
 See draft FPA minutes for July 2021 for full details and the updated cashflow document  

 Income for June 2021   £6511      

 Expenditure for June 2021  £7654 

 Amount invoiced in June 2021  £4315 

 Bank Balances @ 30.06.2021: Current A/C £4724 Business A/C £93269 

 Expenditure does not include salaries for June 2021 

 Business Account balance includes second payment of the precept and £5,000 transfer to the 

current account 

RESOLVED:  Councillor Jones proposed the figures for June 2021 were accepted.  This was seconded 

by Councillor Lee and carried unanimously. 

 
7. Clerk’s Report: 
 The report was circulated with the agenda.  Additions are in italics. 

1.  Statements from the Government regarding COVID-19 continue to be monitored on a daily 
basis for relevance to the Parish Council and the Village Hall.  The lifting of restrictions on 
19.07.2021 has meant that other classes could restart, but they have chosen not to at this 
time.  Parish Council staff will continue to wear face masks in the communal parts of the 
building and all visitors to the hall will be encouraged to do the same and use the hand 
sanitiser when entering and exiting the building.  Following discussions at Health & Safety 
committee meetings, the front door remains closed for safety and security. 

2. The Wedding Reception on 26.06.2021 went ahead as planned and was a great success.   
3. One of the floodlights at the front of the Village Hall that was replaced was not working, but 

this has been repaired. 

4. The work to extend the CCTV down the bar side of the building could not take place as 

scheduled due to the temporary fencing and scaffolding around the bar entrance. 

5. The Bar Supervisor commenced work on 25.06.2021.  She has been enrolled on a distance 

learning course for her Personal Licence. 

6. A VAT expert has been contacted.  Further correspondence is awaiting a reply.  A reply was 

received on 23.07.2021 which suggests that the Parish Council should register for VAT and 

that this will be payable on bar sales only. 

7. Friday night quizzes continue to go well and additional dates have been added. 

8. The repairs to the chimney are scheduled for W/C 19.07.2021. 

9. The memorial bench for Mike Olley was dedicated on 29.06.2021.   

10.  The brick parapet above the bar is scheduled to be taken down W/C 19.07.2021. St Helens 

Council planning department has been consulted, and have agreed that planning permission is 

not required to make the building safe.  Planning permission will be required before any 

rebuilding.  The Building Control officer attended on 26.07.2021 and agreed that the work to 

remove the parapet should begin immediately.  The work has now commenced.  Verbal consent 

had also been received from the Planning Department.  Planning permission will be needed 

before any replacement brickwork is erected.  When the work is completed, the scaffolding will be 

moved across the front of the building so that the chimney can be repointed. 

11. The Head of the Estates Department at St Helens Council has been contacted and a meeting with 

members of the FPA committee has been requested. 

12. The stonemason will make repairs to the steps and around the entrance to the Village Hall on 

22.07.2021.  He has provided a comprehensive report of all the repairs necessary. The 

stonemasons attended and made the necessary repairs. 

13. The Internal Auditor signed off the accounts on 28.6.2021.  The Annual Governance Statement 

and the Annual Statement of accounts for 2020/21 were signed at the full Council meeting on 

28.06.2021 and sent to the External auditor on 29.06.2021.  The notice for the rights of electors to 

view the accounts has been published on the Parish Council website.  



 

 

14. The next meeting of Business Around Rainford will take place at the Village Hall on 21.07.2021.  

This was not attended by as many people as expected, but good feedback was received. 

Fortunately, Marion from St Helens Chamber of Commerce was able to step in and give a 

presentation as Gary Maddock was unwell. The next meeting will be on 22.09.2021 and it is hoped 

that Gary will give his presentation about the plans for the future of St Helens Town Centre. 

15. Further correspondence has been received about inconsiderate parking and speeding vehicles 

within the Village. 

Additions 

1. The Local Government Boundary Commission for England published its final report and 

recommendations on 29.06.2021.  Councillors were provided with a hard copy of the relevant 

part of the report for Rainford.  In summary, the Commission took into account the 

submissions, including that from the Parish Council, which objected to part of Rainford Ward 

being moved into Windle and have change the boundary so that part (the St Helens Road 

area) remains part of Rainford, despite the fact that it gives poorer electoral equality.   The 

LGBCE were not able to make alterations to parish warding arrangements as part of the 

review.  This would be for a Community Governance Review by St Helens Council. 

2. The weekend of 24/25 was very busy at the Village Hall, with a Wedding Reception on 

Saturday and a Christening on Sunday.  Bar sales were in excess of £4480.  The new Bar 

supervisor coped admirably.  Unfortunately, there were signs of drug taking in the men’s 

toilets, so in future signs stating that there will be zero tolerance and automatic reporting of 

drug taking on the premises will be placed in the toilets when there are functions in the hall. 

3. Councillor Sterry raised this issue of businesses and individuals placing posters and banners 

on lampposts and railings.  The Planning department at St Helens Council was contacted and 

gave the following advice: 

The planning regime for larger, professional adverts, signs for businesses and so on is 

complex though all outdoor advertisements must comply with five 'standard conditions'. 

They must: 

• be kept clean and tidy; 

• be kept in a safe condition; 

• have the permission of the owner of the site on which they are displayed (this includes the 

Highway Authority if the sign is to be placed on highway land); 

• not obscure, or hinder the interpretation of, official road, rail, waterway or aircraft signs, 

or otherwise make hazardous the use of these types of transport; 

• be removed carefully where so required by the planning authority 

Therefore, the contact details for the businesses/organisations will be used to inform them 

that permission is required to put notices on lampposts and railings etc 

4. Tony Foster has produced a 360 0 Virtual Tour of the Main Hall, Bar area and Council 

Chamber.  This will be used on the web site and possibly on the Heritage video. 

5. The Parish Council has been signed up as a stakeholder for the LCR Travel Forum.  Councillor 

Reynolds has also registered.  The first virtual meeting is tomorrow (27.07.2021).  It is hoped 

that this forum can be used to implement Councillor Reynold’s ‘Red Rose Way’ proposal. 

6. A resident has asked about siting an apiary on the land that RiB use at the back of the Village 

Hall.  RiB have been approached and are interested in accommodating this and the growing 

of some fruit trees.  A licence has been produced for RiB, who will shortly be turning the fence 

on Pilkington Street into a large gate to allow access.  Discussion between RiB and United 

Utilities are on-going about a water supply.  

7. Councillor Monk had seen signs outside schools encouraging motorists not to park 

inconsiderately and illegally (See example) 

8. Councillor Reynolds has organised a Heritage Video about the Village Hall.  A meeting will 

take place on 16.08.2021 to finalise content. 



 

 

9. Kathryn Boothroyd, Library services Manager would like to engage with the PC about the on-

going library consultation, particularly in relation to the idea of Parish Councils being involved 

in working with St Helens Council to take over the management of libraries in the community. 

10. Councillor Linda Mussell has informed me about a dialogue with Paula Feeney regarding 

parking on Randle Ave.  Yellow lines are not an option and as the problem is mainly in the 

evening, nothing further will be done.  There was a general discussion about parking in the 

Village.  Councillor Sterry confirmed that the car park at the Golden Lion had been open since 

19.07.2021 

 
8. Committee Reports 
➢ Borough Council:   

The Clerk read out the following report from Councillor Allan Jones: 
Following on from our last report concerning the accidents on the By Pass, the meeting with the Police 

and Highways Officers took place as planned. It was good to have John Long and David Grice at this 

meeting representing the Parish Council. They will be able to report on the proceedings.  Councillor 
Long reported that very little had come out of this meeting.  The officers from St Helens Council were 
keen to point out the costs involved and that as there were lots of other roads in the Borough that 
required attention, the A570 would not be a priority. 
What we can advise is that the police did set up speed checks in various parts of the village. 

Most speeding motorists were found on Mossboro' Road and the least number on Crank Road. 

We have had further complaints from residents of Mossboro' and also from residents on Pimbo Road. 

We are in the process of arranging further speed checks with the police and are awaiting confirmation. 

A further speed check has now been carried out on Crank Road (Thursday) and in one hour, 8 motorists 

were caught doing over 30mph. The highest was 40mph.  

 

 

We have received the final report from the Boundaries Commission which, because you also made 

representations to that body, you will have received. The people of the St.Helens Road area sent in 

many letters (as did Allan) asking to remain in Rainford Ward and I am sure we are all pleased that this 

is to happen. As we know, Rainford will be reduced to 2 Councillors from next May but as Allan will 

be retiring from Council at that time both Linda and John will be standing for election again. 

 

Last Monday morning about 5-30am there was a serious incident on Pimbo Lane Kings Moss (just 

before the West Lancs Boarder). The police did a house to house call to see if anybody had any 

information. The police said that a woman had been attacked but there are also rumours that it was a car 

accident. It was reported on local news as an attack. I have been trying to find out more from the police 

but so far without success, 

 

TOWN INVESTMENT PLAN  (TIP) 

A committee of Officers, Businesspeople and Councillors (from the ruling group) was set up last year to 

bid for money from the Government's Towns Fund Prospectus. This bid was sent in and the Council has 

been advised that there will be £25 million pounds available to St Helens for regeneration projects. This 

is good news but it has been put forward by some that it is money in the hand now. This it is not. 

Business Plans etc will have to be drawn up and submitted for approval so it will take some time before 

anything positive is heard. "The train has left the station and the Council is on that train but there is a 

long journey ahead before it reaches its destination". 

This money, assuming we do get it, will be in addition to the £15million already promised from the 

Government for Glass Futures (phase one). The Council will be looking at funding at least some of 

phase two from the said £25million. 

John has asked the question regarding the current position regarding the Glass Futures Project (Rob also 

knows something about this). I will enclose a copy of the email John received from the Council 

regarding this by following email. 

 

The Parish Council will have had a copy of an email from the Scouts/Rainford Rangers concerning the 

safety of young people coming out of the Scout Hut when cars are leaving the football field car park. 

These organisations asked for an "on site" meeting and this was arranged by Allan who invited a 



 

 

Highways Engineer. At the meeting several "thoughts" were put forward and the Engineer is now 

looking at the best way forward. He will come back to us with his ideas and costings.   

 

John continues to look at the clearing of footpaths and although this will be a long job, two such 

pathways (around Rainford Junction) have been cleared and can now be navigated by walkers.  

 

The Parish Council asked Linda to look at parking on Junction Road/ Randle Ave. This she has done 

and has spoken to our Highways Technician who is of the opinion nothing can be done because it would 

only move the "problem" elsewhere. The Technician has relayed this information on to residents. 

 

There is now a Borough Councillors' Face Book Page which already has over 100 members. 

 

Additional report on the Glass Futures Project to follow. 

 

Hope this helps. 

 

ALLAN                                              LINDA                                     JOHN                       26TH JULY 

2021 

The following report about the Glass Futures Project was subsequently received: 
Additional information to the Borough Councillors' Report. 
 

 
From: Sean Traynor <SeanTraynor@sthelens.gov.uk> 
Sent: 20 July 2021 07:35 
To: Kelley Howard <KelleyHoward@sthelens.gov.uk>; Councillor John Case <CllrJCase@sthelens.gov.uk>; 
Councillor Linda Mussell <CllrLMussell@sthelens.gov.uk>; Councillor Allan Jones 
<CllrAJones@sthelens.gov.uk> 
Cc: Lisa Harris <LisaHarris@sthelens.gov.uk>; Stephanie Ramsden <StephanieRamsden@sthelens.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Glass Futures Project  
  
Dear Councillors, 
  
I hope that this information satisfies your requirements but please let me know if you have any further 
queries. 
  
It is important to understand that Glass Futures is a not for profit independent organisation.  The Glass 
Futures Company and the St Helens Project is explained on their website, which you can review by 
following the link below:  
Glass futures - The global centre of excellence for glass in R&D, innovation and training (glass-futures.org) 
  
The Council’s role in this project is as an enabler to secure investment for St Helens and to maximise both 
the direct and indirect benefits.  The project was at feasibility stage until July 2020 when officers 
promoted the Project to the Liverpool City Region; it was then chosen to be one of three projects to be 
submitted to for the Government’s Building Back Better Fund.  The aim of the Fund is to accelerate the 
delivery of projects that can help the Country recover from the economic impact of the Pandemic and to 
facilitate a green recovery.   
  
Progress on the project has accelerated considerably over the last 12 months, taking the project from 
concept to delivery in a superfast time.    
  
The Building Back Better Fund was just one funding stream in a cocktail of funding sources, which can be 
summarised as follows: 
  

• £0.9m concept development investment by St. Helens Council 
• £9m funding from the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority’s Building Back Better Economic 

Recovery Plan – decision Friday 31 July 2020 

mailto:SeanTraynor@sthelens.gov.uk
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• £15 million direct investment from the UK Government as part of UK Research and Innovation 
(UKRI)’s Transforming Foundation Industries Challenge. 

• Glass sector companies will contribute a further £20m in resource, time and equipment to 
support the project.  

• Private sector forward funding investment of the property. 
  
The project submitted two planning applications; one for the remediation of the site on the 8th December 
2020 reference P/2020/0905/FUL and a second one on 5th February 2021 for the Erection of a Glass 
Manufacturing and Innovation Facility, reference P/2021/0120/FUL.  The first applications was 
determined under delegated authority on 1st April 2021 and the second application was determined by 
Planning committee on 25th May 2021.  
  
The site remediation works have commenced in accordance with the planning consent and it is 
anticipated that the main project works will follow in Autumn 2021.   
  
As part of the planning application process the company submitted an Economic Assessment 
ECONOMIC_ASSESSMENT-1191378.pdf (sthelens.gov.uk) that outlined the significant benefits that are 
expected to arise from the delivery of the strategic Glass Futures Project.  The planning committee report 
advised that the following benefits are projected: 
  

• £24.3 million of construction costs, 25 FTE construction jobs. 
• £9.5 million of net additional GVA at the City Region level through the proposed capital 

investment. 
• 40 FTE jobs once the facility becomes operational, increasing to 80 FTE jobs once fully established. 
• High proportion of high value jobs, supported by skilled technicians and general and 

administrative occupations. 
• Based on a GVA per employee of £69,100 the net additional GVA arising from the development is 

estimated to be £8.3 million. 
• The development will create opportunities for local businesses via upstream and downstream 

supply chain. Spill over into the wider economy could add up to a further £11.2 million of 
turnover growth per annum. 

• The facility will focus on developing and retaining a skilled workforce and support 
apprenticeships. It is envisaged several apprenticeships will be supported per annum. 

• It is envisaged that the facility will attract inward investment reinforcing the position of St. Helens 
as a focus for glass and other foundation industries. Based on an estimate of 150 visitors a week 
the activity could support additional expenditure of around £0.92 million per annum within the 
local economy. 

  
Once built St Helens Council will take a head lease of the building, the Council will then sub lease it to the 
Glass Futures Company.  The Council made this decision at a Cabinet meeting in October 2020, thereby 
facilitating the development and helping to deliver a green recovery in the Borough.   
  
Kind Regards 
 
Sean Traynor 
Director of Strategic Growth 
Place Services | St.Helens Council | Town Hall | Corporation Street | St.Helens | Merseyside | WA10 1HP 
Mobile: 07842 320176 
 
➢ Community Liaison Committee:  

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 07.07.2021 were circulated with the agenda 
Councillor Lamb went through the minutes.  Councillor Reynolds informed the meeting that he 
had applied for the Heritage Lottery funding for the boards on the Linear Way.  A decision should 
be made within 8 weeks. 
 

https://publicaccess.sthelens.gov.uk/online-applications/files/72B58BF9CD2FF4991C61EB1F8AB22235/pdf/P_2021_0120_FUL-ECONOMIC_ASSESSMENT-1191378.pdf


 

 

➢ Finance, Planning & Administration Committee:   
The draft minutes of the meeting held on 14.07.2021 were circulated with the agenda 
Councillor Jones reported the following: 

• There were no objections to the planning applications received 

• The AGAR documents had been submitted 

• Money for the cost of repairing the front steps was approved 

• The PC is still owed furlough money.  This issue continues to be pursued with St Helens 
Council 

• Initial repair work to the Village Hall has been quoted at around £30,000.  Additionally, 
the two-storey extension is moving away from the main building.  This may be caused by 
subsidence, and if so, an insurance claim could be made.  The lease is being held over at 
present.  A meeting with the Head of Estates has been requested.  There would be the 
possibility of handing the building back to St Helens Council if it is not felt that the 
residents are getting good value for money from the Village Hall. 

• The VAT expert has suggested that VAT is payable on bar sales.  Councillor Jones asked for 
a copy of the report to be forwarded to Councillor Reynolds.  There was a discussion.  The 
Clerk was asked to register the Parish Council for VAT. 

Action: The Clerk 
➢ Health & Safety Committee:   

Councillor Reynolds confirmed that the committee had not met since the last full Council 
meeting.  The next meeting would be on 03.09.2021.  He had contacted the Event Co-ordinator 
on 19.07.2021 to ensure that all was in order following the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions. 

 

9. Land in the Village Hall lease bordering on Pilkington Street: 
There was a discussion about having an apiary on the land.  The resident is keen to teach 

others about bee keeping.  The question was raised as to whether planning permission was 

required for an apiary.  There was general support for the idea. 

RiB have confirmed that a gate will be put on and the land cleared in the near future. 

Action: The Clerk 

10. Repairs to the Village Hall: 

 This item had been covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

 
 
 

 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.08pm. 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Councillor John Long 
Chairman, Rainford Parish Council 2021/22 


