
 
 

 

Date: 22.02.2022 

 
To: Members of Rainford Parish Council 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of 
RAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

on 28 February 2022 commencing at 7pm in the Council Chamber at Rainford Village Hall 
 
The Press & Public are invited to attend 

 
AGENDA 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Councillors are reminded that they must contact the Clerk in writing, prior to the meeting, to give 
a valid reason for their absence 

 

2. Declaration of Acceptance of Office, of Interest, and Updating of the Register 
Councillors are reminded to make any new Declarations of Interest 

 
3. Formal announcements from the Chairman 

 
4. To hear and respond to any questions/deputations by members of the public: 

The following is an extract from an email received from a resident: 
Dear Rainford Parish Council 

Kindly the following for attention of the Parish Council and the Police Liaison Officer.  

Please minute this concern at both the Council meeting and the weekly Police Friday meeting.  

On several instances I witnessed children on E-Scooters in Rainford driving recklessly and endangering not 
only their own lives, but the public at large.  

They exhibit a total disregard for any aspects of the Highway code.  

The use of E-Scooters outside of government approved schemes are explicitly against the law.  

On Saturday at 18:10 as I was trying to turn out of Massam Close into Higher Lane, a young child on an E-
Scooter nearly connected my car.  

The child was : 1) dressed in dark clothing 

                         2) drove at GREAT speed 

                         3) drove on the pavement on the incorrect side heading towards Crank 

                          4) had no protective head gear 

                          5) had no lighting 

                          6) was illegally in possession and using an E-Scooter without the appropriate license 

This was a near miss incident and could have resulted in serious injury or death.  

May I kindly ask that the Police Liaison officer raise awareness in the village and local schools that any 
form of E-Scooter use by children is against the law in Rainford and the UK at present 

This is a serious matter with potential of serious injury to users of public roads and pavements in Rainford 

 

5. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Rainford Parish Council meeting held on 
Monday 24 January 2022 
See separate document 

 
 
 



6. Receipts and Payments for January 2022 
See FPA draft minutes for February 2022 for full details and the updated cashflow document 

Income for January 2022 £ 14216 

Expenditure for January 2022 £   9056 

Amount invoiced in January 2022 £ 10763 

Bank Balances @ 31.01.2022: Current A/C £10793 Business A/C £ 38274 

Christmas Fayre A/C £2552 

Expenditure does not include salaries for January 2022 

Provision for liabilities £24264 

Debtors £ 4453 

Funds available £ 29256 

This does not include salaries for January 2021 
 
7. Clerk’s Report 

1. Statements from the Government regarding COVID-19 continue to be monitored on a daily basis 
for relevance to the Parish Council and the Village Hall.  The Government has announced that all 
remaining restrictions will be lifted from 24.02.2022, including the need to self-isolate following a 
positive COVID-19 test.  (See separate document.)  The antibacterial hand gel dispensers will 
remain in place for people to use when entering and leaving the building. 

2. The high-level delaminating stone work on the Village Hall has been made safe.  A report has 
been submitted detailing other repair work required visible from the scaffolding. The 
stonemasons have now also completed the repair work required to the lower-level delaminating 
stone work.  Costings for completing the pointing which will stop further water ingress are 
awaited. 

3. The Government has announced £710m funding for ‘Active Travel’.  It is hoped that funding for 
‘Red Rose Way’ may be obtained through this.  The scheme has been sent to St Helens Council and 
to LCR Active Travel.  Councillor Allan Jones has been asked for assistance with this as he sits on 
the travel group and a response has been difficult to obtain.  No further information is available at 
present, but the next forum will take place 28.02.2022 before the full Council meeting.  
Additionally, a survey about the cycling and walking network in St Helens has been forwarded to 
all members and they are encouraged to complete it. 

4. The research being carried out regarding grants for installing on-street residential car charging 
points is on-going.  A local firm which installs the charging points has also been contacted. 

5. Quiz nights are continuing, with additional marketing to encourage more teams.  The Quiz on 
18.02.2022 was cancelled due to the adverse weather. 

6. The next Parish Council newsletter will be in the March 2022 issue of Local Life.  The distribution 
list for Rainford has been obtained from Local Life so that households that are not currently 
included can be reached.  Local Life is reviewing its distribution in Rainford in the Autumn.  A copy 
of the newsletter is also posted on the Village Centre and Village Hall noticeboards.  Online copies 
are also available. 

7.  There has been a leak in the ceiling of the Main Hall.  The roofer has attended and repaired the 
fault.  The ceiling on the inside still requires repainting. 

8. Many complaints have been received about the closure of the footpath between Higher Lane and 
Lakeside Gardens.  Along with Councillors, I have been in contact with St Helens Council to 
determine the correct position.  The footpath will be closed for safety reasons until the bungalow 
has been fully demolished, a process that is now well underway.  The footpath should then be re-
opened. Residents are being kept informed of the situation via social media and email. 

9. Tickets are now available for the Afternoon Tea on 22.05.2022 and Gala Dinner on 28.05.2022 to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  Please support these events.  The Borough Councillors 
and other organisations have asked what the Parish Council would be organising.  There may be 
some street parties. 

10. A further meeting regarding speeding on the bypass took place on 12.01.2022.  It is hoped that 
several initiatives will be implemented and a further meeting will be held in February 2022. I have 
not yet been informed of the date of this meeting. The St Helens Star has shown interest in this 



story and requested a quote from the Chairman.  This was printed in the week commencing 
24.01.2022 edition. 

11. In addition to the Quiz that took place on 04.02.202 for the Chairman’s fund for Rainford Heritage 
Society, tickets are available for an Afternoon Tea on 13.03.2022.  Tickets are also still available for 
the concert by Rainford Band on 26.03.2022.  Councillors support in promoting and attending these 
events would be appreciated.   

12. The outstanding furlough money will be shown on the payroll for February 2022.   
13. The details for payroll payments for November, December, January and February have not yet 

been received. 
14. Steve Littler attended the FPA committee meeting on 09.02.2022 to discuss the renewal of the 

lease for the Village Hall and the cost of the on-going repair work to the building. 
15. Bookings for after 01.04.2022 are being made and the increased prices quoted.  This does not 

appear to be affecting bookings and the high percentage of enquiries that are converted to 
bookings remains.    

16. Age UK are holding a 5-week Creativity course at the Village Hall for older citizens starting on 
24.02.2022. 

17. As requested, the document suggesting an alternative distribution for the wards within the parish 
for the Community Governance Review was updated and circulated.  It was also sent to the 
relevant officers at St Helens Council.  This is a separate agenda item. 

18. The caretakers and Licensees have been asked to ensure that all lights and heating are turned off 
when there is no-one in the Village Hall.  Additionally, the caretakers were asked to make sure that 
the radiator in the gent’s toilets is turned off. 

19. A thank you letter has been received from the British Legion for the purchase of Remembrance 
Day wreaths. 

20. As the end of the financial year is approaching, any outstanding invoices have been chased and 
several payments have already been made. 

21. The next B A R breakfast meeting will be held on 23.02.2022.  Councillors are very welcome to 
attend. 4 further barrels for the Beer Festival were sponsored following the January B A R meeting.   

22. The Beer Festival, took place from 11 – 13 February 2022 and was the most successful yet. More 
sponsorship was received this year  

23. Following the CLC meeting on 02.02.2022, the draft Road Safety Strategy drawn up by Councillor 
Reynolds will be updated.  Additionally, a meeting is being organised with officers from St Helens 
Council and Merseyside Police to discuss a Road Safety Campaign covering all the schools in 
Rainford. 

24. At the suggestion of St Helens Council, an application was made for an Omicron Hospitality and 
Leisure grant, but it was rejected as Parish Councils were exempt. 

25. Preliminary meetings with the principle of Rainford High regarding a joint project have taken place. 
26. A further meeting with officers from St Helens Council regarding the future of the library service 

in Rainford is being arranged with members from the CLC and FPA committees. 
27. The Council Tax Base has been confirmed at 2937 (Band D equivalent) which will give a precept of 

£79,299.  This will be paid in 2 instalments in April and June. 
28. I have been contacted by a company who may be interested in taking over the 02 Ormskirk Road 

as (among other things) a veterinary surgery.  They wanted assistance in trying to gauge a need for 
the service.  It was suggested that they post on the Rainford Social media pages. 

29. A request for assistance with anti-social behaviour was received from a resident.  This was passed 
on to the PCSO and the Borough Councillors, who had been involved previously. 

 
8. Committee Reports 
➢ Borough Council 
➢ Community Liaison Committee: Councillor Lamb 
➢ Finance, Planning & Administration Committee: Councillor Sterry 
➢ Health & Safety Committee: Councillor Reynolds 

 
9. Road Safety in Rainford: Councillor Sterry 

 
 



10. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
For information, discussion and decision. 
An Afternoon Tea and a Gala Dinner are being organised.  Additionally, we are gathering 
information from other organisations and individuals who are arranging celebratory events.  It 
would be appreciated if Councillors support these functions and inform the Clerk’s office of any 
arrangements they hear about. 
The Royal British Legion are selling merchandise for Jubilee celebrations: please see separate 
document for details.  Would the Parish Council like to purchase any of these?  ‘Plant a Tree for the 
Jubilee’ is ongoing.  Would the Parish Council like to purchase a plaque to go with the tree that is 
going to be planted outside the Village Hall? 
 

11.  Revised Code of Conduct 
For information, discussion & decision.  See separate document for the revised Code of Conduct.  
Please ensure that you have read the document so that an informed discussion and decision can be 
made. 

 A new Code of Conduct was adopted by St. Helens Council on 21 July 2021.  Since then, the LGA have 
revised their model Code of Conduct.  St Helens Council agreed to update its Code in accordance with 
the revised LGA model code at its meeting on 19 January 2022.   

 Councillor Long to propose that the new Code of Conduct is accepted by Rainford Parish Council.  See 
  
12. Community Governance Review 

 For information, discussion and decision. 
See separate document for the suggested changes to the Parish Ward boundaries.  At the last full 
Council meeting it was agreed that an informed discussion and decision regarding the acceptance of 
the suggested changes would take place at this meeting.  Please ensure that you are familiar with 
the document before the meeting. 
 

13. Local Elections May 2022 
 For information 
 
14. Plans for Simonswood Incinerator  Councillor Griffiths 
 For information and discussion 

Plans have been submitted to Lancashire County Council to build an incinerator in Simonswood.  This 
may well be an issue for Rainford when the wind blows in our direction. 
In addition, there may be an impact on soil quality etc for many years and some studies have been 
completed in other areas showing detrimental health impacts. 
For more information on the planning application for a medical waste incinerator on the 
Simonswood industrial estate in Bickerstaffe the link is below  
https://planningregister.lancashire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/LCC/2022/0003?fbclid=IwAR3QSR7hvY
9thQUTIPSFGNog1pepx9STQqclYFT90XPI_O4CpldyXqecXhk 

  
Objections can be emailed to: devcon@lancashire.gov.uk quoting LCC/2022/0003 until 01.03.2022 
There is a Facebook group  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stopthesimonswoodincinerator/?ref=share 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Clerk & RFO to Rainford Parish Council 
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